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In the year 2020 the following issues have arisen: 

1.  Impact of the pandemic 

Following the first lockdown in March 2020 the church has remained closed for public 

worship.  Regular visits and inspections have been carried out by a number of people to 

ensure that the building remains in good order and any urgent matters are dealt with in a 

timely manner. 

2.  Church Roof 

It has been a particularly troublesome year with the deterioration of the roof brought on 

mainly by winter storms and the effects of pigeons.  The PCC has considered this matter 

carefully and a claim against the church’s insurance policy in respect of storm damage is 

currently being pursued.   That said, it is frustrating that it has not been possible to resolve 

this matter more quickly, due partly to staffing difficulties experienced by the Insurer and 

Loss Adjuster relating to the pandemic.  PCC approval was given to the undertaking of other 

repair works which were considered to be necessary, and repairs have been carried out on 

the Tower roof, the North Aisle roof, the Sacristy roof and the Toilet roof. 

3.  Church Floor 

More repairs are required to the flooring of the Church, Sacristy and tower room where 

wooden blocks have come loose and could become a hazard.  Plans are in place to rectify 

this when possible, but have been delayed due to the pandemic.   

4.  Windows 

A small pane of glass missing from the large window above the font allowed the ingress of 

pigeons over the summer, and as a result a suitable contractor was identified to carry out 

this work.  Unfortunately due to the pandemic the original contractor was unable to attend 

the booked appointment, and an alternative one was engaged in due course.  Given the 

height of the window requiring repair a scaffolding tower was required which increased 

costs.  The delays with the contractor also meant that plastic sheeting needed to be placed 

throughout the nave and High Altar area to protect the fabric of the church from pigeon 

droppings.  Thankfully the repair has resolved the issue of pigeon ingress and a full clean of 

the affected area has taken place.   

5.  Fire Prevention 



The fire extinguishers have had their annual inspection by T&J Fire and these have been 

replaced where necessary.  The Fire Risk Assessment will be reviewed after the new 

incumbent is in place 

6.  Gas Boilers 

The gas boilers positioned in the Tower Room were serviced in March 2021 and have 

continued to be very efficient in heating the church.  This makes a significant difference to 

missional activities which take place during the winter, such as the Christmas Fair. 

7.  Gardener 

The church gardener continues to carry out work on a fortnightly basis.   The pruning of the 

conifer trees bordering Millais Road and the trees in front of the church will need to be 

undertaken soon. 

8.  Kitchen 

We have made no further progress in the kitchen area and this matter will now be deferred 

until the new incumbent is in place. 

9.  Vicarage 

The Diocese now has full responsibility for the vicarage, and has let out the main part of the 

property to tenants.  We understand that the top floor flat is due to be let out in due course, 

but will eventually provide accommodation for curates. 

10.  Cleaning of the church 

The Wardens are extremely grateful to those who carry out cleaning of the church interior, 

ensuring that we have a clean and comfortable worship space. 

 

Frank Franklin 

Tony Tidey 


